AMERICAN   PORTRAITS

Besides the British artists of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, of which he was an expert col-
lector. Lane took a great interest in early American
painters, and was the possessor of notable works by-
Mather Brown, Waldo Jowett, Benjamin West and
Gilbert Stuart. His collection, indeed, included what,
with the exception of Stuart's 'Washington', was per-
haps his most interesting portrait, that of Colonel John
Trumbull, painted when Trumbull was in Bridewell
Prison, in the year 1780.

Considering his passion for pictures, it was to be
expected that Lane would specialise on books by artists
or about them. As the passion grew, I believe the ten-
dency to bring out expensive books about artists illus-
trated with costly reproductions of their pictures became
rather an embarrassment to the other members of the
firm, who endeavoured to put on the brake a little.

One of the most famous of these art books was the
reprint of Nollekens and His Times^ by John Thomas
Smith ('Rainy Day* Smith), which appeared under the
accomplished editorship of Wilfrid Whitten (John o'
London), who knows more about literary and artistic
London, and writes about it more engagingly, than any
man living.

It would be quite impossible to enumerate all these
books on art and artists, but I recall particularly two or
three. There was, for example, the Life and Works of
Ozias Humphry, R.A^ by Dr. George C. Williamson,
which was rightly described as a sumptuous volume.
No less deserving of that adjective were the books on
Angelica Kauffmann and John Zoffany by Lady Victoria
Manners and Dr. G. C. Williamson, and Dubuisson's
life of Bonington beautifully illustrated in colour and
half-tone.
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